Foreword to Satanism, Fr. Mariusz Gajewski

translated by K. Karwasz

In the history of European occultism, there is still a tendency of occultism and Satanism diffusion. The European Satanism does not exist without occultism. It has always been either inspired by or open to the occult. Satanism, as an ideological concept (the one aiming at characters, personified Satan, cult) has been directly inspired by gnosis that is closely related to occultism. The whole western esoteric tradition, as well as the doctrine of Freemasonry, is based on gnosis. Moreover, it is constantly omnipresent in both the occult and Satanic traditions. Continuing, gnosis includes a specific attitude towards evil, or even an attempt to solve its mystery. The attitude toward evil itself is an immensely irritable issue among young people. They are both very sensitive to a matter of evil and strongly react to any hypocrisy, moral relativism (mentioned by La Vey in Satan’ Bible), which derives from their awareness of the problem. As a result, the lack of possible solutions is a catalyst of defiance against God. The two major philosophical and theological brainteasers mingle with the psychological ones. 

Mariusz Gajewski’s piece of writing shows an extent and magnitude of the occult and Satanic symbolism that are incredibly closely related. Plentitude of facts or information does not stand for an unmeant advertisement (the Internet has already done it), but is a sensible and concrete attempt to warn against the danger, as an ability of specific, arbitrarily appropriated by Satanic-occult fraternity sign recognition, may help in contriving at least some of the dangers. (…) 

Gajewski’s book is, therefore, a valuable factual making which not only can be used in socio- psychological research, but also in pedagogical practice, parent education or  pastoral work. It is also a matter of “pathology of the anthropological sphere” or “pathology of the sacred” research, which are quite frequently abstained from particular fields of study, not mentioning the psychologists or sociologists. (…)

It is vital to make firm statements as far as Satanic discussions, ontological statuses, layers of metaphysical-ethical or theological positions are concerned. From the anthropological point of view, theological-anthropological in particular, the psycho-sociological analyses usually offend with their banality and flatness, especially when exceed the level of ones’ competence, becoming the place for any cognitive misstatement, intellectual dishonesty or evoke emotional deception. Such a misinterpretation alter between the humanization of the Devil and man's justification. Similar absolution of Satanism, from the perspective of philosophical or theological anthropology, is a  human degradation, an unduly diminish of its dignity expressed in freedom radicalism. Man is not a puppet, and God is not the puppet master. Paradoxically, the man sacrificing his own freedom becomes  the Devil’s puppet, not only a code of manipulative subconscious information. 

Satanism and occultism are indeed inseparable, especially according to La Vey or Crowley whom M. Gajewski mentions. However, attention must be paid to the demonology not to be perceived only from the dark side of reality. You can get an impression that black, vulgar Satanism may be a sort of a mask or a trap of the Devil itself, in order to conceal the real and more common ways of tantalizing. Contact with black Satanism – even only through information- immediately evokes misleading associations, as “ this matter does not concern me”. For this reason, parents and teachers underestimate the initiatory role of either Satanic or occult symbols, which make an impression of neutral or even positive ones, because known from the history of religion, culture or common street poetry. (…)
Extremely important is also the existence of the Devil who, due to M. Gajewski, must not be underappreciated in a proper understanding of Satanism. The fact of its existence is very often arbitrarily negated or underestimated in particular interpretative concepts. Even if Satanism is also a psychological ritual cursing complicated meanders of subconscious to achieve inner unitary freedom, it is still a hazardous way to follow. To my mind, the symbolic reality chosen in this “unconsciousness experiment” is such a truthful and threatening, that it can serve as an excuse for  hidden spiritualist invocations – the essence of magical rituals. (…)

Mariusz Gajewski’s book aims not only at making the facts clear, but also highlighting the constant symbol and sign bombardment (against our will), which can mean an initiatory invitation to Satan world. Playing down, revitalizing and trivial expressions of people with Psychology diplomas, very often contributed to tragically ending fates of both individuals and whole families. Arbitrary and arrogant blindness to the onto-theological dimension of Satanism is conducive to massive but cryptic society programming. These are no more the Xerox-copied teenagers’ posters form the 1980s, but the Internet, computer games, massive Satan-rock subculture gatherings on the stadiums, occult magazines providing high-volume correspondence to Satanists, e.g. “Wiedza Tajemna”. The book in its logic and intentions is consistent. It much less comes to dry theories than to information. It strikes with a hard plethora of information and often tragic facts, interrelated one to another, in order to serve as a wake-up call sound asleep dreamers of deceitful optimism- so frequently confused with Christian hope.
